MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


HURRICAINE or DANGEROUS WEATHER RESPONSE

I. Scope

This Standard Operating Guideline is intended to give guidance for a smooth, expeditious preparation to response to emergencies created by a Hurricane or dangerous weather conditions for the Mt Hope Fire Department.

Hurricanes have the potential of causing mass destruction. We have the potential of damage to our community from a Hurricane if it comes inland. Proper preparation and knowledge of the potential of these storms is a paramount factor to survival and mitigation of the effects of a storm. We will need to be prepared for approximately three days to be self-sufficient.

II. Categories of Storms:

1. Tropical Depression: low pressure in the tropics with winds less than 38 mph

2. Tropical Storm: a storm characterized by surface winds of 39-74 mph

3. Hurricane: a storm with surface winds in excess of 75 mph

4. Hurricane Watch: conditions exist for a storm to threaten the area

5. Hurricane Warning: sustained winds of 74 mph or higher and expected to strike the area within 24 hours

III. Hurricane Intensity Levels:

1. Category One: wind speed 74-95 mph, minimal damage

2. Category Two: wind speed 96-110 mph, moderate damage

3. Category Three: wind speed 111-130 mph, extensive damage

4. Category Four: wind speed 131-155 mph, extreme damage

5. Category Five: wind speed over 155 mph, catastrophic damage

IV. Levels of Readiness:

1. 72 HOURS BEFORE PROJECTED LANDFALL

a. Non essential equipment to be stored or secured

b. Preparations to all emergency response equipment

c. Check and run all generators, fixed and portable

2. 48 HOURS BEFORE PROJECTED LANDFALL

a. All mobile and portable radios to checked and batteries checked

b. Top off fuel in generators, power equipment and apparatus

c. Check all telephones and fax machines and their paper supplies

d. Securing of bottled water for FD use

e. Securing of ice for FD use, if needed

3. 24 HOURS BEFORE PROJECTED LANDFALL

a. Check and fill all fresh water containers

b. Secure snacks for personnel for three days

c. Deviate from normal duties to make storm preparations 

d. Meeting of all Officers to begin pre-planning process

V. Policy When Winds Reach Sustained Speeds:

Wind speed information will be gathered by the best available means, at the discretion of the Fire Chief or his designate.

1. 40 MPH - First Level of Reduction of Services

a. All needs to be sustained for three days in place

b. Personnel are to remain indoors unless on an emergency response or under direct orders.

c. P.O.V. response is suspended and all personnel should respond to calls from the station, unless otherwise directed by the Chief. 

2. 50 MPH - Second Level of Reduction of Services

a. Non Life Threatening calls not answered.

b. Only life threatening calls will get automatic response.

c. All fire response calls will be channeled through Communications.

d. All calls will be at the discretion of the Fire Chief or his designate. 

e. Fire Department vehicles and personnel shall be off the street, except on an emergency response.

3. 65+ MPH

a. All firefighting activities will cease when in the opinion of the Fire Chief or his designate, conditions exist to create a situation where there is an inability to control or extinguish a fire or conditions exist which would endanger the lives of department personnel.

VI. Recovery:

1. As soon as practical, report the following to the EOC:

a. Injury to personnel

b. Damage assessment to the fire station

c. Damage assessment to fire apparatus

d. Ability to respond to calls

2. The following equipment may be needed to conduct damage assessment.

a. Cameras

b. Forms

c. Protective Clothing

VII. Demobilization:
The Fire Chief or his designate will notify all personnel when they are to return to normal operation. Care will be taken to put all equipment and apparatus back in good condition.
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