MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


OPERATING HYDRALIC-POWER RESCUE TOOLS

I. Scope

This standard mandates safety guidelines to be followed while operating hydraulic-powered rescue tools. It was promulgated to:

1. Prevent accidents, injuries, and death that might result from the misuse or improper operation of hydraulic-powered rescue tools.

2. Prevent damage to hydraulic-powered rescue tools that might result from misuse or improper use.

II. General

1. Members that respond to fire and emergency medical incidents are responsible for knowing how to properly and safely operate hydraulic-powered rescue tools.

2. Only members trained properly and safely shall operate the hydraulic-powered rescue tools.

3. Any member shall immediately stop any unsafe or improper operation of a hydraulic-powered rescue tool and make adjustments and corrections necessary to safely accomplish the assignment.

4. Any tool or power unit discovered to be unsafe or malfunctioning shall be placed out of service.

III. Operating Procedure

1. Do not remove power unit from the truck compartment unless it is necessary.

2. Safety Precautions:

a. Full protective clothing, including eye protection, shall be worn while operating a hydraulic-powered rescue tool during actual rescues as well as training exercises.

b. Always work on the outside of the tool. Never insert your hands or other parts of your body between the jaws or tips of the tool.

c. Cover and protect the victim, and always explain to the patient what you’re doing, if possible.

d. When bleeding or disconnecting a hose, place a rag over the coupling to prevent fluid from spraying on anyone.

e. If fluid comes in contact with any exposed skin area, be sure to wash it off immediately.

f. If a fluid spill does occur, immediately clean any floor area or painted surface to prevent a fall or damage.

g. Always remember to make the required hose connections prior to starting the power unit or charging the system. Hose should be laid out in such a manner as to prevent damage from sharp objects, vehicles, etc.

h. Likewise, always release pressure prior to disconnecting a hose.

i. At a motor vehicle accident, always have a charged hoseline to protect against the possibility of fire.

j. Rotate personnel to avoid fatigue.
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