MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


DRIVERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLES

I. Scope
The standard applies to all members who drive or operate a motorized vehicle or used by the department.  It was promulgated to:

1. Establish minimum standards for members who are allowed to drive or operate a motorized vehicle.

2. Establish minimum safety regulations for the operation of a motorized vehicle.

II. General

1. Driver’s license

a. All members of the department shall have a valid driver’s license that is appropriate for the types of vehicles that they are allowed to operate.  Paid personnel must have NC Class B License.

b. All members shall furnish proof of their possession of a valid license anytime that they are requested by an Officer to do so.

c. Members shall report any change in the status of their driver’s license to an Officer. The Officer shall report this information to the Fire Chief. Any member who has his license suspended shall notify an Officer immediately and shall not be allowed to drive or operate a vehicle until his license has been restored.  Failure to disclose the loss of a valid driver’s license shall be grounds for suspension or dismissal.

2. For the purpose of this guideline, motorized vehicles shall be divided into two categories:  Category One and Category Two.

a. Category One vehicles are those vehicles used primarily for fire suppression purposes and that have a gross vehicle weight (gvw) that exceeds 11,000 lbs.

b. Category Two vehicles are those vehicles that have a gvw of 11,000 lbs. or less and are primarily used for EMS or support services.

c. No member shall be allowed to drive or operate a Category One vehicle unless he has successfully completed the department’s driver training for that apparatus or is a student driver under the supervision of a qualified driver.

d. All vehicles shall be operated in a safe and prudent manner, and all drivers shall comply with all traffic laws and the applicable rules and regulations of the department.

e. No driver shall move a vehicle until all persons in it are in an approved riding position and are properly secured.

f. Drivers responding to emergencies shall comply with the provisions of GOG 400.003, Emergency Response.
g. A driver shall not back a vehicle unless his view is clear and unobstructed.  Apparatus and ambulances should be backed with the aid of a spotter if one is available.

III. Responsibilities

1. Drivers shall be directly responsible for the safe and prudent operation of their vehicles in all situations.

2. When a driver is under the direct supervision of an officer, the officer shall be responsible for the actions of the driver.

3. Drivers of apparatus should be a qualified driver, not an officer if possible.

4. The fire department Safety Officer and/or Training Officer shall monitor the status of all the members of the department to ensure that all those who drive and operate vehicles have had the proper training and possess valid driver’s licenses.


5. Drivers shall be responsible for ensuring that, all of their vehicles’ safety equipment is functioning properly and that their vehicles are safe to drive prior to operating them.

IV. Accidents

1. The driver of a motor vehicle shall immediately notify an Officer and the appropriate law enforcement agency if he is involved in an accident.  All reports and information concerning the accident shall be forwarded to the Officers of the dept. for review.

2. Drivers and Supervisors shall be familiar with the provisions of the district’s substance abuse policy.  Any driver involved in an accident that falls within the scope of the policy shall be tested whenever required.

3. The driver shall notify the Fire Chief whenever any accident occurs.

  V.  Qualifying on Apparatus

· A member must be at least eighteen years of age to drive a department vehicle.
· All members wanting to become qualified for driving apparatus shall contact the Training Officer for the additional training.
· Members will normally qualify on each apparatus in this order:
1. Brush 38

2. Squad 38

3. Engine 238

4. Tanker 38

5. Engine 38

· Members will have working knowledge of operating each apparatus before being released to drive on emergency calls.
  VI. Annual Evaluations

· All qualified drivers will be re-evaluated on an annual basis by the Training Officer or his/her designee.
· Any member that fails re-evaluation will be notified by the Training Officer.
· Any member that fails re-evaluation will be required to repeat the drivers training by the Training Officer or his/her designee.
 VII. QUALIFIED DRIVERS
DRIVER


E38  
            E238

 T38
          S38
    B38

Apple, Eric


  Y

   Y

   Y                  Y               Y

Boone, Gerry


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Bowden, Ryan


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Chapmon, Todd

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Ellis, Donnie


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Gerner, Charlie

  N

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Greeson, Byron

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Greeson, Gary


  N

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Gwyn, Andrew

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Hamilton, Cory

  N

   N

   N

N
      N

Hamilton, Krista

  N

   N

   N

N
      N

Harris, Jeff


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Johnson, J.W.


  N

   Y
 
   Y

N
      N

Kennedy, Evan

  Y

   N

   N

Y
      N

Lynch, Michael

  N

   N

   N

N
      N

McPherson, Sam

  Y

   Y

   Y

N
      Y

Moser, Greg


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y 
      Y

Moser, Larry


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Nelson, Phillip

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Perkins, Don


  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Price, Brandon


  N

   N

   N

N
      N

Shoffner, Daniel

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Wetmore, Sonny

  Y

   Y

   Y

Y
      Y

Y = YES
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