MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


APPARATUS AND MOTORIZED VEHICLES

I.  Scope
This standard establishes a schedule for the inspection and maintenance of all apparatus and motorized vehicles owned or operated by the department.  It was promulgated to:

1. Ensure that emergency response vehicles are maintained in a constant state of readiness.

2. Implement a preventative maintenance schedule for all motorized vehicles.

3. Establish procedures for the daily inspection of apparatus, equipment, and support vehicles.

II. General

1. Apparatus and support vehicles shall be:

a. Kept clean at all times

b. Maintained in a constant state of readiness.

c. Refueled whenever the fuel level drops below ¾ of a tank. Oil and auxiliary fluid reservoirs shall be refilled whenever the level drops below ¾ of a tank.

d. All engine-powered equipment shall be kept clean and their fuel tanks and oil and fluid reservoirs shall be refilled whenever the level drops below ¾ of a tank.

III. Daily Inspections

1. Every vehicle garaged in the fire station shall be inspected by station personnel on the assigned day.  The member performing the inspection shall record his findings on the Daily Checklist.

2. The member performing the inspection shall correct the defects that are found provided that the member has the expertise, tools, and supplies to do so.  The items that are corrected shall be noted in the comments sections of the checklist.

3. Before a vehicle is placed out of service, the Captain over vehicle maintenance should be notified. If the Captain agrees then the Chief should be notified.

4. Whenever a defect requires that a vehicle be placed out of service, the driver should call communications and advise which truck is 10-7. An alpha page should be sent out to Mt Hope all call advising the same.  

IV. Weekly Maintenance

1. The following items shall be performed at least once each week as indicated on the Daily Work Schedule.  The members shall note in their Daily Log any defects, including defects corrected.

2. Fire pumps: After any major repair, the driver shall;

a. Open all pump drains and flush out any sediment.

b. Check and clean the intake strainers

c. Operate the pump primer with all values closed.

d. Check the pump seals for leaks.

e. Operate all valves.

f. Operate the relief valve.

g. Check all gauges and flow meters for proper operation.

VI. Annual Maintenance
The following items shall be performed on an annual basis:

1. The motor vehicle inspection (MVI) sticker shall be renewed during the appropriate month each year.  The officer assigned to apparatus maintenance or his/her designee, shall be responsible for scheduling and renewing the MVI sticker.

2. Fire pumps:

a. A service test shall be conducted on all fire pumps at least once a year or whenever a pump has undergone extensive repair.

b. These tests will be scheduled and conducted by the Officer in charge of pump tests. The results of the tests shall be recorded on the Annual Fire Pump Service Test Form.

VIII. Responsibilities

1. The Officer supervising vehicle maintenance is responsible for the care and maintenance of all motorized vehicles.
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