MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


DECLARING A VEHICLE UNSAFE TO OPERATE

I. Scope

This standard applies to fire apparatus and support vehicles owned or operated by the department. It was promulgated to: 

1. Ensure that fire apparatus and other motorized vehicles are safe to operate by identifying a list of major defects that would render a vehicle unsafe to operate.

II. Procedure for Placing a Vehicle Out of Service

1. The operator of any apparatus or motorized vehicle shall have the authority to place the apparatus or vehicle out of service whenever one or more of the following defects are discovered.

a. A failure of the braking system that results in the vehicle being difficult or impossible to stop.

b. A failure of the windshield wipers during inclement weather. 

c. The failure of the headlights, brake lights, or taillights during a period of darkness.

d. A flat tire.

e. The inability to engage or operate a fire pump.

f. A failure of the power steering system.

g. A failure of the coolant system causing the engine to overheat.

h. Battery, alternator, or electrical system failure that prevents the vehicle from being started or that results in a discharge of the electrical system.

i. Failure of the mobile two-way radio if a portable is unavailable to replace the mobile radio.

j. Any defect that, if not immediately corrected, would cause further damage to the apparatus or vehicle or would endanger the lives of either the general public or the personnel assigned to it.

2. Whenever a defect is discovered in an apparatus or vehicle that routinely responds to emergency incidents that would require the apparatus or vehicle to be placed out of service, the officer or person responsible for the apparatus or vehicle shall notify communications that the apparatus or vehicle is out of service.

3. If there is a reserve apparatus or vehicle available to replace the unit being placed out of service, the officer or driver in charge of the apparatus or vehicle shall transfer all necessary equipment to the reserve unit.

4. If a reserve unit is unavailable, the Fire Chief shall be contacted and asked for instructions as to the disposition of equipment.

5. The Officer supervising vehicle maintenance shall be responsible for having the repairs made that will return the apparatus or vehicle to service.

6. Whenever an apparatus or vehicle is placed out of service, an out of service tag shall be taped to the inside of the windshield so that it obstructs the driver’s normal range of vision.

III. Items That Require Repair but Do Not Justify Placing a Vehicle Out of Service.

1. Any defect shall be repaired as soon as possible. Most defects do not necessitate placing an apparatus or vehicle out of service even though the defect may be annoying or might hamper normal operations.

2. Most notable would be the failure of one or more audio or visual warning devices. Since most apparatus have two sirens and/or an air horn, the failure of any one of these would not cause the vehicle to be placed out of service or prevent the unit from running emergency calls. The failure of all of the audio warning devices or warning lights would prevent the unit from running emergency calls, but would not require that the unit be placed out of service in the event that a reserve unit was not available.

IV. Responsibilities

1. It is everyone’s responsibility to ensure that the vehicle or apparatus to which they have been assigned is safe to operate. Whenever any defects are discovered, it shall be reported in accordance with departmental policies and shall be repaired as soon as possible.
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