MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS

I. Scope

This standard establishes guidelines for the inspection and maintenance of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). It was promulgated to:

1. Provide a reasonable degree of assurance that an in-service SCBA will function properly.

2. Require that any SCBAs that do not function properly be removed from service and repaired.

3. Comply with the applicable rules, regulations, and standards concerning SCBA equipment. 

II. General

1. All SCBA equipment shall comply with the provisions of the edition of NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus for the Fire Service that was in effect at the time that the equipment was purchased. 

2. SCBA equipment shall also comply with the applicable rules, regulations, and standards promulgated by other appropriate agencies.

III. Inspection

SCBA equipment shall be inspected periodically to determine its readiness for use and to discover and repair any damage or excessive wear sustained by the unit. The frequency of inspection is as follows:

1. Before and after each use:

2. Before each use, each SCBA assigned to an apparatus should be inspected for the following:

a. Cylinder pressure: The minimum pressure should not fall below 90% of the full cylinder pressure. Example: a 4,500-psi cylinder should not contain less than 4,000-psi.

b. Low-air alarm: This should sound when the cylinder valve is opened.

c. Facepiece: This should be clean and free of debris, and it should seal properly to the wearer’s face.

d. The Heads up Display on the face piece for proper operation.

e. PASS system for proper operation.

f. Exhalation valve, bypass valve, and operation: All should function normally.

g. Voice amplifiers for proper operation.

h. All straps should be reset to their full length.

3. After each use, each SCBA shall be inspected for the following:

a. Low or empty cylinder: Cylinders should be cleaned, low cylinders should be refilled, and empty cylinders should be replaced with fully charged ones.

b. Components and face pieces: Shall be cleaned, checked for excessive wear or damage, sanitized, and checked for proper function.

c. Caution: Anytime as SCBA has been used in a contaminated atmosphere, the unit shall be completely decontaminated prior to being returned to service.

4. Daily inspection:

a. During the daily apparatus check each SCBA for that vehicle shall be checked using the standard above.

b. Any unit showing damage or that does not function properly shall be removed from service. The defect shall be noted.

5. Hydro Inspection:

a. Inspections of the SCBA will be made for each cylinder no later than the month it is due.

IV. Breathing Air Supplies

1. All breathing air produced for the use in an SCBA shall comply with the testing and quality requirements of the compressed Gas Association G-7.1 Commodity Specifications for Air, for GradeE Air. Test shall be conducted quarterly by an independent testing service to determine whether the air quality meets or exceeds these requirements. The test results shall be filed and posted.

2. Any air cylinder suspected of containing contaminated air or air that does not meet the department’s air quality standards should be emptied and purged.

3. All SCBA cylinders shall be maintained at 90% of their rated storage capacity as stamped on the cylinder.

4. The Training officer shall ensure that all fire suppression personnel are capable of properly operating all breathing air compressors and cascade systems. Proper operating procedures and precautions shall be posted in a conspicuous location at the fill station.

5. All cylinders shall be refilled in accordance with the recommendations of the manufacture.

6. Breathing air compressors shall not be operated in a contaminated atmosphere. This includes inside the bay with doors open.

V. Records

1. The following records shall be kept:

a. A complete inventory of all SCBA units, cylinders, cascades, fill stations, special tools, spare parts, and related equipment.

b. Individual records for each regulator and harness assembly. The records shall include inventory and serial numbers, date of purchase, vendor, manufacture, assigned identification numbers, hydrostatic dates, and a history of inspection and repair.

c. Individual maintenance and repair records shall be kept for each breathing air compressor, cascade system, fill station, purification system, and any ancillary equipment used to produce or store breathing air.

d. The quarterly air quality test.

VI. Responsibilities

Officers shall be responsible for the care and maintenance of the SCBAs, cascade systems, and breathing air compressors.

1. Every person assigned to fire suppression duty shall be responsible for knowing how to use and care for the SCBA assigned to them. In some cases a firefighter shall be issued his/her own individual SCBA facepiece. The facepiece shall be kept clean, in proper working order, and kept in the department issued protective bag. A Firefighter who wishes to be issued his/her own face piece shall request this from the Fire Chief.

2. It is the duty of each individual to promptly report and correct any deficiencies found with any piece of SCBA equipment. If the equipment cannot be repaired immediately, the equipment is taken out of service.
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