MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


FIRE HOSE TESTING

I. Scope

This standard regulates the acceptance of new sections of fire hose and establishes procedures for conducting the annual service tests. It was promulgated to provide a reasonable degree of assurance that the fire hose, couplings, and nozzles used by the department will perform as designed.

II. Test Procedure
1. All Personnel participating in hose testing shall wear a minimum of, fire helmet, protective pants, and gloves.

2. Prior to testing, each section of hose shall be subject to a physical inspection to determine whether it is free of debris; exhibits any evidence of mildew or rot; or is damaged from chemicals, burns, cuts, abrasions, and vermin. Any section of hose that fails the physical inspection shall immediately be placed out of service and sent to be repaired.

3. Hose shall be tested by using a hose tester or an engine. The test area shall be free of any objects that might damage the hose.

4. The hose shall be tested in accordance with NFPA 1962 (Standard for the Inspection, care, and use of fire hose, couplings, and nozzles; and the service testing of fire hose), which states that hoses 4” or smaller, shall be tested as follows:

a. Hose testing is scheduled each year.

b. All Firefighting and Supply Hose that is owned by MHFD shall be tested during this time.

c. Hard Suction and Booster Hose shall be visually inspected.

d. All hose shall be tested at 250 psi for five (5) minutes.

e. The hose shall be laid relatively flat and shall be free of twist and kinks.

f. A nozzle or other type of device shall be used on the end of each line to bleed off the air once the hose is charged with water.

g. All couplings shall be checked and tightened to prevent leakage.

h. Each lay shall be connected to the hose test machine or engine.

i. The hose test machine shall be connected to a piece of apparatus with the proper size line to support the hose tester.

j. Once all the hose lays are filled, each nozzle or appliance shall be opened to bleed the air, and then shut off to start the testing.

k. Personnel shall observe the test from a safe distance as long as the hose is under pressure.

l. Increase the pressure on the apparatus SLOWLY to 250 psi.

m. Hose shall be tested for five (5) minutes.

n. Any section of hose that leaks or has a hole in it shall be noted on the test form and shall be taken out of service and tagged out of service.

o. After testing for five (5) minutes the tester shall be turned off and all nozzles and/or appliances opened to drain off the water.

p. After all the water is out, hang each section on the hose tower to dry if needed. Exception: four (4) inch hose may be loaded back on the apparatus as soon as testing is complete. 

January 1, 2007

GOG-500.005


