MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


DRY HYDRANT and WATER POINT OPERATIONS

I. Scope

This standard applies to operations involving dry hydrants or water points. Safety shall be the top priority of all personnel and bystanders. 

II. General

The highest ranking officer or most senior firefighter shall be responsible at the water point or dry hydrant.

· All apparatus shall respond directly to the scene of the incident, unless diverted to a water point or dry hydrant location by the incident commander.

· In the event an apparatus is diverted to a water point or dry hydrant, the driver will be advised as to which location he will proceed to, by the incident commander.

· A dry hydrant book is located in each pumper or pumper/tanker. This book shall be referred to as to the location of each dry hydrant or water point.

· The dry hydrant book will have a map of each location and approximate distance from the roadway. It will also advise if laying a hose from the road to the hydrant will be needed. In the event of second alarm or higher a hose will be deployed from the road to the hydrant. Confirmation from command can be requested on first alarms.

· Upon arrival of the apparatus at the water point, the incident commander shall be notified.

· The pumper shall position itself to connect to the dry hydrant with the soft suction or hard section of hose. Two or more sections may be required.

· At water points, the pumper shall be positioned as close to the water source as possible without endangering personnel. A strainer will have to be used at all water points. The strainer shall not be permitted to rest at the bottom of the water source. It shall be suspended by whatever means necessary. 

· The pumper shall have pump engaged and the parking brake set.

· If the pumper has a two stage pump, it shall be positioned in the volume position.

· The pump operator shall flush the dry hydrant with water from the booster tank. The operator shall not let the tank get below ¼ level.

· Once a draft has been established the fill lines shall be connected to a 2 1/2” or stortz discharge. If no lines were laid to the water source, the fill lines shall be deployed and connected at this time.

· The incident commander shall be advised at this time that the water point is now in operation.

· No tanker shall be filled at a pressure of greater than 90psi at the tankers intake.

· If there is any substantial delay between filling tankers, then the operator shall recirculate the water in the pump as to not damage the pump with excess heat.

· The incident commander shall notify the water point when it is no longer needed. 
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