MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


TAKING APPARATUS OFF-ROAD

I. Scope

This Standard establishes guidelines taking any Fire Department Apparatus off the main roadways for any reason.

II. General
1. The first arriving Officer shall make a determination if any apparatus will need to be taken off the main roadway.

2. Our Engines and Tankers are not made to be taken off-road and by doing so you take a chance on severely damaging the apparatus.

3. Long driveways are a constant in FDMH district. It is permissible to use these driveways as long as there are no obstructions or any other situations where the apparatus or personnel will be in danger.

4. Non NCDOT marked bridges will NOT be utilized by Engines or Tankers since the weight limits are unknown. B38 or S38 will have to be utilized and may have to lay a line in.

5. There may be times when an Engine and/or Tanker have to be taken off the main roadway to control a situation. The first arriving Officer or the Incident Commander shall make that determination and make preparations to lay a supply line to the apparatus to prevent further apparatus going off-road.

6. Extreme caution should be taken by drivers, even in B38, when driving off road.

III. Responsibilities
1. It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander and the Driver of the apparatus to ensure that the apparatus is not taken off road unnecessarily.
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