MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


RESPONSE to INCIDENTS of VIOLENCE

I. Scope

This standard establishes guidelines for fire units as they respond for operations at emergency scene that could be violent or have criminal activity involved.

II. General  

1. Upon receiving a call to respond to an incident that could be violent or have criminal activity (attempted suicide, cuttings, shootings, overdoses, etc.) involved:

a. If Communications is aware of a situation at the scene they should advise that this is a “Signal 0 (zero) location” or they may advise to stage until Sheriffs Department advises “Signal 50”.

b. Any incident involving attempted suicide, cuttings, shootings, overdoses, etc. will require staging until a “Signal 50” is received from Law Enforcement. Fire Dept personnel shall stage on any incident of violence even if communications advises “no need to stage”, until Law Enforcement advises “Signal 50”.

c. Equipment should respond 10-40 (non-emergency) when proceeding to staging.

d. Equipment and Personnel shall stage at least one (1) mile from the incident. If the incident is within one (1) mile of the station all Equipment and Personnel shall stage at the station.

e. If you are not positive where the one mile mark is then you should not stage anywhere on the road of the incident between the cross streets.

f. Equipment and Personnel Shall ONLY respond in after Sheriffs Department advises “Signal 50”.

g. At a scene that involves criminal activity, all Personnel shall cautious of what they are touching and moving. Any item may be used as evidence by law enforcement. 

h. All Personnel shall remember that a scene may become unstable at any minute and Personnel shall keep aware of their surroundings at all time.

i. P.O.V.s shall not drive past the incident to get to where an apparatus or officer is staging.

III. Responsibility

1. It shall be the responsibility of the highest-ranking Officer on-scene to ensure a safe environment for their personnel.  
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