MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


“MAYDAY” Communication Guidelines and Evacuation Signal

I. When to call a May-Day

· Any Emergency Responder who senses that they may be in personal danger will immediately use the term “MAY-DAY”. NO OTHER TERM SHALL BE SUBSTITUTED!

· The person transmitting the “MAY-DAY” shall if possible, advise the following:

           L- Location

                 U- Unit Assignment

                 N- Name/Number of personnel

                 A- Assignment

                 R- Resources

II. Command’s Response to “MAY-DAY”

· The following is a list of actions to be taken by Command for a reported missing or trapped firefighter or crew. These are guidelines and do not necessarily need to be accomplished in the order listed. In the event of a “MAY-DAY” transmission all fire ground operations should continue. Do not abandon firefighting positions unless safety of personnel is compromised.

1. Establish communication with personnel transmitting “May-day”

     

L- Location



U- Unit Assignment



N- Name/Number of personnel



A- Assignment



R- Resources

2. Assign a Rescue Officer

· Develop a rescue plan

· Deploy Rapid Intervention Crew

3. Identify and request additional resources required to accomplish   

Rescue and firefighting objectives

4. Establish a Rapid Intervention Crew for standby

III. Evacuation Signal

· For the purpose of immediately notifying all personnel to evacuate the hazard area there must be a standard means that will be known by all personnel. The standard evacuation signal will be THREE long blasts on the air horns of each initial accountability location, as well as activating the siren on HI-LO mode until advised by command to discontinue. Command will also make the evacuation order over the radio.
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