MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


DEPARTMENT OWNED VEHICLES and EQUIPMENT
1. General requirements

a. Vehicles and equipment shall be maintained in a constant state of readiness and availability for complete and immediate use.

b. Members shall be responsible for the use and care of vehicles and equipment assigned to them or entrusted in their care.

c. Members shall immediately report any loss, damaged, or malfunction of apparatus or equipment the OIC. Damage, destruction, or loss due to the member’s negligence may result in his or her being required to make restitution. Disciplinary action may also be taken as appropriate.

d. Members shall return vehicles and equipment issued to them or entrusted to their care immediately on separation from service.

e. A member must be 18 years old and qualified on that particular truck before driving that truck on an emergency call. Members that are 18 years old but not yet qualified may drive a truck during training if he/she accompanied by a qualified driver.

f. A member required to drive a vehicle owned or operated by the department shall possess an appropriate and valid driver’s license. Volunteers require Class C or higher. Paid Personnel require Class B or higher.

g. Members shall drive in a safe and prudent manner and shall obey all applicable federal, state, and local traffic regulations when driving or operating a vehicle owned or operated by the department and when responding to and from calls along with conducting fire department business in private owned vehicles.

h. Drivers should not exceed posted speed limit when responding on non emergency calls along with conducting fire dept business.

i. On emergency calls drivers are allowed to exceed the posted speed limit as long as lights and siren are activated (NC Statute 20-145 of Article 3). Drivers are allowed to exceed posted speed limit by a maximum of 10 mph only when deemed safe to do so. Drivers should take into account weather, traffic patterns, high traffic areas, and high pedestrian traffic areas. When driving thru these areas extra care and precautions should be taken. Drivers will be held accountable for their actions.

j. Members shall properly wear safety restraint devices whenever driving or riding in a vehicle owned or operated by the department.

k. If a vehicle on an emergency call encounters a stopped school bus loading or unloading passengers. The driver will turn off all lights and siren until the school bus finishes loading or unloading the passengers. The driver can then resume emergency traffic.

2. Use of department vehicles

a. Vehicles owned or operated by the department shall be used for departmental business only. Departmental business means any authorized work or activity performed by a member on behalf of the department.

b. Drivers are authorized a brief stop at a convenience store or other similar establishment for a break while his or her crew is within the district performing an authorized activity. The crew must maintain radio contact and remain available for calls.

c. Department vehicles may be used to procure meals or groceries for the station meals.

2. Taking home vehicles

a. When circumstances warrant, the Fire Chief may authorize other members to take vehicle home on a case-by-case basis.

3. Injury and Property Damage

a. Any accident or collision involving damage to any vehicle or property or injury to any person shall be reported immediately to the appropriate law enforcement agency and EMS if needed. The Fire Chief shall be contacted ASAP. Personal vehicles damaged while being used for Fire Dept business should also be reported to the Fire Chief.
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