MT HOPE COMMUNITY VOL FIRE DEPT GENERAL OPERATING GUIDELINES


PERSONAL APPEARANCE

1. This rule applies to all members while on duty or officially representing the department at a public meeting, training session, seminar, conference, or other similar event.

2. Members shall maintain proper personal hygiene while on duty.

3. Uniforms and shoes shall be neat and clean. Closed toe and closed heel shoes should be worn at all times for safety reasons.
4. When not in uniform, members who are on duty or who are representing the department shall dress in a professional manner that is appropriate for the occasion.  At no time while in uniform shall a member wear jewelry, pins, ribbons, buttons, or an article of clothing that constitutes an advertisement; a religious, political, or social viewpoint; or a message that is offensive to anyone on the basis of age, color, disability, ethnicity, national origin, race, religion, political affiliation, gender, or sexual orientation.

5. Hair shall be kept clean and well groomed, shall not constitute a safety hazard, and at no time shall interfere with the use of protective clothing or equipment.

6. Beards and goatees are prohibited for all paid firefighters and are discouraged for volunteers. Volunteers, with beards or goatees, should not wear SCBA. Therefore should not be interior firefighters due to personal safety hazards. Neatly trimmed sideburns and mustaches are permitted provided they do not interfere with the use of protective clothing or equipment.  

7. Members who are not involved in emergency response operations shall limit their use of jewelry.  Items that create excessive noise, interfere with job performance or constitute a safety hazard shall not be worn.

8. Department members are prohibited from wearing earrings and ear studs while representing Mt Hope Fire Dept. Nose jewelry or similar forms of body piercing that draw attention to the wearer are prohibited. 
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